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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
1 . (Currently Amended) A system for managing a public involvemeDt proiect 
communiGat i ons and public corom e nt y comprising: 

a server computer operatively connected to a networic; 

a secure web portal for m e mb e rs <rf a first classificatiQn of users not acting in a capacity 
associated with, managinp the public involvement project tho publio at lorc e to 
remotely access Qcooseing the server computer over the networic; 

an access to th e se rver computer by for a second classification of users acting in a 

capacity associated with m anagitig tl^^ public involvement project team memb e rs 
for monagiag - publiQ - involyomont projooto to access die server computer: 

a communications manager s^plication having: 

an information module; 

a project team tools module; 

a communications tools module; 

site management tools module; and 

wherein dxe server computer provides access, following authentication, by the first 
classification of users and the second classification of users momboro of tho 
public at larg » and th e proj e ct team memfeers to one or more of the information 
module, the project team tools module, the communications tools module, and the 
site management tools module. 
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2. (Previously Presented) The systexxi of claim 1 , wherein the infonnation module 
provides one or more of project overview, recent project changes, and project status. 

3. (Original) The system of claim 1 fiutfaer comprisuig at least one software 
inter&ce for receiving public comments* 

4. (Origiiial) The system of claim 3, wherein the at least one softwaxc interface 
comprises: 

a first sub-interface for creating and sulnnitting authenticating an individual; and 
a second sub-interfoce for receiving infoimation about the individual. 

5. (Original) The system of claim 4, wherein the first and second interfaces are 
presented to the individual in a seamless manner. 

6. (Original) The system of claim 1 , wherein the project team tools module provides 
one or more of a task manager, related links^ a project calendar, an image xxxanager, a document 
Hbraiy, a project showcase, a directory, a listing of team members, and electronic 
commxmications with team members. 

7. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein the communications tool myodule 
provides one or more of web conferencing and message board. 

8. (Original) The system of clakn 1 , wherein the site management tools module 
provides one or more of site maintenance, survey maintenance, web trend tools, survey reports, 
public comment and public comment reports. 
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9. (Original) The system of claim 1 further comprisiiig a backend software inter&ce 
for intearactions with team members, the backend interface comprising: 

an option for uploading documents, 

an option for one or more of soiting and searching public submissions and documents in 
accordance widi a specified search criteria; and 

an option for filtering public submissions. 

1 0. (Previously Presented) The system of clami 1 , wherein the site management tools 
module includes screening public submission to identify the presence of inappropriate subject 
matter. 

1 1 . (Original) The system of claim 10, wherein the identified inappropriate subject 
matter is sequestered for detailed review. 

12. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein the project team tools include 
searching for public submissions in accordance with one or more of a keyword, a time of 
submission, an identifier, an idea, a theme and a vision. 

13. (Origmal) The system of claim 1, wherein the communications management 
module comprises: 

shared modular code; and 

means for responding to different browser implementations by invoking coxresponding 
code. 
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14. (Original) The system of claim 13, wherein the commumcations management 
module AiTther supports Web site maintenance by one or more of updating dynamic text areas, 
creating Web sites by using templates, handling multiple Web sites by using customizations of at 
least one shared feature, providing a separate address linked to a Web site for accepting public 
comments, providing a separate address for accepting comments, automatic font and color 
adjustments, and supporting substantially unlimited number of active pages. 

15. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein work product is published on a 
Website substantially concurrently with its generation to invite comments to complete a 
feedback loop. 

1 6- (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1 , wherein the communication 
management module enables one or more of a public agency, a quasi public agency and an 
enterprise to manage public comments, managing comments from a select audience, support one 
or more teams of consultants^ agency staff, stakeholder organizations relevant to one or more 
projects at the same time. 

1 7. (Original) The system of claim 1 , wherein the communication management 
module provides one or more of a public agency, a quasi public agency and an enterprise 
electronic project management with work-flow, document and image management, content 
management. Web-site management, and reporting technologies. 



1 S. (Original) The system of claim 1 , wherein access is provided at a plurality of 



levels. 



19. (Original) The system of claim 18« wherein the plurality of access levels include 

User Manager for adding and assigning users to projects. Project Manager for creating new 
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projects and having fall access to the corajnunications management module, and Team Member 
for having access to a limited number of modules with read/update privileges. 

20. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1 further comprising a public website 
maintenance interface for providing access to one or more of project overview, a timelioe, a 
document repositoiy, an events calendar, an image manager, a public comment manager module, 
and a survey module. 

21 . (Original) The system of claim 19, wherein the communications management 
module can access the public website maintenance intei&ce via a project site maintenance 
inter&ce. 

22. (Original) The system of claim 1 9, wherein the public comment module includes 
providing a submitter with one or more of an option of being notified of additional developments 
and participating in at least one survey. 

23. (Original) The system of claim 1 further comprising modules for one or more of 
general information about a project, project goals, a project team, public documents^ public 
notices, an image resource library, a project calendar, a project showcase, and a public comment 
module with one or more of a notification and survey functionality. 

24. (Previously Presented) A communications manager contained in a computer- 
readable storage medium comprismg: 

an information module further comprising a project overview, project news and project 
status; 



NOVA\3673288.02 



PAGE7f2S*RCVDAT5/2/200712:32:46PM(EastemDaylightm^^ 



05/02/2007 10:35 FAX 

I 



if^ficatbnNo. 10/690^44 



@00S 



Docket No J 02505a010lPTU5 



a project team tools module further comprising a task manager, calendar, team access 
management, team communications and image manager; 

a commimicatiods tools module further comprising one or more message boards and web 
conferencing; 

a site management tools module fiiifher comprising web site content updating, document 
library, image library, project diuBctoiy, event calendar and internal maintenance; 
and 

wherein the communication manager provides access, foUowing authentication^ to one or 
more of the infonnation module, the project team tools module, the 
conmumications tools module, and the site managemmt tools module. 

25. (Previously Presented) The communications manager module of claim 24 further 
comprising a plurality of access levels including User Manager for adding and assigning users to 
projects. Project Manager for creating new projects and having full access to the 
communications management module, and Team Membor for having access to a limrted number 
of modules with readAipdate privileges, 

26. (Original) An inter&ce for a Web site coupled to the communications manager of 
claim 24 comprising a plurality of links selected from links to general infonnation about a 
project, project goals, a project team, documents, notices, an image resource libraxy, a project 
calendar, a project showcase, and a comment module. 

27. (Original) The interface of claim 26, wherein the comment module fiirdier 
includes one or more of a notification and survey functionality. 
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28. (Previously Presented) The interface of claim 26, wherein the single point of 

entry is (>ro vided by requiring authentication of one or more of a usemame, a password, an 

I 

encrypted session, and a challenge-response pro^col. 

! 

29. (Original) A method of using updated comments from a Web site coupled to the 
communications manager of claim 24, compiisirig: 

authenticating a submitter; 

receiving a phurali^ of comments fiom ilie submittei; 

storing the plurality of comments from thb submitter with other coxnments received at the 
Web site; 

retrieving comments by the submitter by carrying out a search; 

I 

organizii^ the retrieved comments chronologically to prepare an updated conmient; and 

I 

using the updated comment in a comment! report. 

30. (Original) The method of claim 29, wherein a proposed rule is modified in 
response to the comment report. 

■ I 

3 1 . (Original) A method of t^dating ajpostcd issue inviting comments at a public 
Web site coupled to the communications manager of claim 24» comprising: 

posting an issue at the public Web site wi4i a specified date for receiving responses; 

reviewing submissions received on the polled issue at die public Web site; and 
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modifying the posted issue in response to the comments prior to the expiiy of the 

specified date for receiving responses, whereby subse(pient responses are directed 
to the modified posted issue. 

32. (Preiriously Presented) A communications manager contained in a computer- 
readable storage medium comprising: 

an information module for welcoming a user and referencing permission level access, 
wherein the infonnation module ftuther comprises a project overview, project 
news and project status, 

a project team tools module for coordinating axvd informing team members, wherein the 
project team tools module further comprises a task manager, calendar, team 
access management, team communications and image manager, 

a conmiunications tools module for fecilitating infonnation transfer, wherein the 

communications tools module further comprises one or more message boards and 
web conferencing, 

a site management tools module for updating communications woxfc environments and 
global settix^gs, wherein die site management tools module further comprises web 
site content updating, document libiaiy, image library, project directory, event 
calendar and internal maintenance; and 

wherein the communication manager provides access to one or more of the information 
module, the project team toola module, the conununications tools module, and &e 
site management tools module. 
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33. (Previously Presented) The communications manager of claim 32, wherein the 
communications manager provides access, following authentication to the mfonnation module, 
the project team tools module, the communications tools module, and the site management tools 
module. 

34. (Previously Presented) The communications manager of claim 32, wherein the 
communications manager facilitates public communication and public comment. 

35. (Withdrawn) A method of dispensing public information and processing 
comments from a public comment procedure conQ>iising: 

creating and posting a proposal of interest to the public-at-laige on a server computer 
connected to a network, 

receiving one or more conunents fiom the public-at-Iarge through the server computer 
connected to the netwocic, 

searching the one or more comments from the public-at-laise^ 

organizing the one or more comments from the public^at-laz]ge, 

generating a summaxy of the one or more comments, and 

generating a report based upon the summary of the one or more comments. 

36. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 35, further CQmpiisine modi^ring the report. 

37. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 35, further comprising modifying the proposal 
of interest based upon die report. 
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38. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 35, further comprising modifying the one or 
more comments. 

39- (Withdrawn) The method of claim 35, further comprising allowing dynamic 
feedback in agency decision making based on the one or more comments. 

40, (Withdrawn) The method of claim 35, wherein the dispensing public infoimation 
and processing comments fiom a public commit procedure pertains to a charette. 

41 . (Currently Amended) A method of managing a public involvefnent pioiect 
providing public infom int r n n nn d soliciting oommontg from mombera of the public at large 
comprising: 

creating, posting or rovitsing o prop o sal of publio intorost, 

T^roviding a comTminififltinnR Tnanapr er application on a server computer hflvin f ^ an 
information m odule, a project team tools mod ule^ a enm nintiiftflri ons tools 
module, and a site management tools module. 

providing a secure web portal for a first group of useis memb e r s of the public at toigo to 
remotely access the communications manager application ocoopfling a Berver 
computer over a n e twork , wherein the first eroup_Qf users acts in a capacity not 
associated with irianApiTipr thet pu blic involvement projects 

allowing momboro of the public at-largo aoooaa to tho s e rv e r oomputor op e rativ e ly 
conn e ct e d to tho notworlc, - 
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providing a n access to t he. cnTrMnuni catioiia manager application for a second group of 
users, wherein the second grow of users acts in a capacity associated with 
manaainfl the public involvement project, 

allowing the second gro up of users to create, post or revise a proposal of public interest 

providing q communicQtionfl managor opplication nti thn wnrvflp nnmpnimr imvpT^g ^n 
information module a projoct t e am tOQlc modiil e j q oo rmwrnii cntinn^ t(%<\[g 
modtdOa ond a Gito managomont toolq modulo, 

receiving one or more comments &om the first ^oun of users public at ImgO a and 

reviewing the one or more comments. 

42. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 41, further comprising generating a 
modified proposal based upon reviewing the one or more comments. 

43 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 42, fuilher comprising recreatiiig, 
reposting or revising the proposal of public interest 

44. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 41, wherem the information module 
further comprises a project overview, recent project changes, and project status. 

45. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 41, wherein the project team tools 
module further comprises a task manager, related Imks, a project calendar, an image manager, a 
document libraiy, a project showcase, a directory, a listing of team members, and electroiuc 
corxmoamications with team members. 



NOVA\3673288.02 



12 



PAGE 13/28 ' RCVD AT 5/212007 12:32:46 PM [Eastern Daylight Tim 



05/02/2007 10:35 FAX 



0014 



i 



ApplkarionNo. 10/690344 



Docket Noj O^SOSaoiOlPTUS 



46. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 41, wherein the communications tool 
module further consprises web confetcncing and one or more message boards. 

47. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 41 , wherein the site management 
tools module further comprises site maintenance, survey maintenance, web trend tools, survey 
reports, public comment and public comment reports. 
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